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most troubled about the "concentration of wealth/*
I have tried to set forth the economic necessity for the
concentration of wealth; and I maintain that this is the
controlling consideration. Those who care most about
the concentration of wealth are indifferent to this con-
sideration; what strikes them most is the fact that there
are some rich men. I will, therefore, try to show that
this fact also is only another economic justification of
the concentration of wealth.
I often see statements published, in which the ob-
jectors lay stress upon the great inequalities of fortune,
and, having set forth the contrast between rich and
poor, they rest their case. What law of nature, religion,
ethics, or the state is violated by inequalities of fortune?
The inequalities prove nothing. Others argue that
great fortunes are won by privileges created by law and
not by legitimate enterprise and ability. This state-
ment is true, but it is entirely irrelevant; we have to
discuss the concentration of wealth within the facts of
the institutions, laws, usages, and customs which our
ancestors have bequeathed to us and which we allow to
stand. If it is proposed to change any of these parts
of the societal order, that is a proper subject of discus-
sion, but it is aside from the concentration of wealth.
So long as tariffs, patents, etc., are part of the system
in which we live, how can it be expected that people will
not take advantage of them; what else are they for?
As for franchises, a franchise is only an x until it has
been developed. It never develops itself; it requires
capital and skill to develop it. When the enterprise is
in the full bloom of prosperity the objectors complain
of it, as if the franchise, which never was anything but
an empty place where something might be created, had
been the completed enterprise. It is interesting to